When Christine
ecided to have her
breasts enlarged, §

her 77-year-old
mother insisted
on having hers
done, too. And
now they've hoth |
had face-lifts...

Elizabeth Udall meets
a mother and daughter who
chose an unusual way to bond
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daughter wanting to spend
some quality time with her mother might
suggest they go for lunch or perhaps
even treat themselves to a stay at a
health farm. But Christine Leavey and
her mother Berty Smith have never gone
in for such indulgence, and the idea of
having to make time for each other is
alien to them.

The women have a relationship that's
close “but not claustrophobic”, Christine
Says. It's a consistent but Casy nux ol
quick calls and poppingins. So when
cach felt she had a bit of money to spare
and was finally in a position to fulfil an
ambirion they shared, it would have been
natural for them to do so together. Bue
Christine’s announcement that she was
going to Poland to have breast augmen-
tation surgery last November was not an
invitation for her mother to join her, 1
was scared,” she says, "After all, my mum is
77 years old.” Betty was outraged by this.

"\"';' hzll,{ k"u‘-ll'l \\".'ll'ltL'a.i to have it tlhl'lt'
for ten years,” says Berty. “But 1 had had
the idea first. | told Christine she was
not going withour me.” The recollection
alone brings a setting of her jaw and a
fix of her gaze that make it obvious that

with Betty contradiction is futile and
possibly dangerous. But it quickly became
clear 1o her Ll;lllghlul' she had to ry o
convince her mum not to go with her.
Christine, 44, had thoroughly re-
searched ECS, the company she had cho-
sen from some literature provided by the
Breast Implant Information Society. She
knew the company had arranged surgery
in Poland for more than 200 women, but
was still apprehensive about going over-
seas for an operation, “So 1 spent a lot
of time speaking ac length with pasr »
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